2017 Tyngsborough Open Space and Recreation Plan Survey

[bookmark: _Hlk500761647]We are updating the Open Space and Recreation Plan and WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!  
This survey is also available online at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TyngsOS
[bookmark: _Hlk500763008]The plan will inventory open space and recreation resources, assess community needs and create a plan for attaining goals. Extra copies can be downloaded and printed from the town website or copies may be requested from dmucciarone@tyngsboroughma.gov.
RESPONSES WILL REMAIN ANONYMOUS

COMPLETED SURVEYS CAN BE RETURNED IN THE MAIL TO TOWN HALL OR DROPPED OFF 
IN RETURN BOXES AT TOWN HALL, THE SENIOR CENTER OR THE LIBRARY.

PLEASE CIRCLE OR MARK THE APPRORIATE RESPONSE TO EACH QUESTION.

1.	How long have you lived in Tyngsborough? 	 
		☐ Less than 5 years    	☐ 5-20 years    	☐ 20+years

2. 	Which age groups reside in your household? Check all that apply.
	☐ 4 or under
	☐ 30-44 years

	☐ 5-11 years
	☐ 45-59 years

	☐ 12-18 years
	☐ 60 years or older

	☐ 19-29 years
	



3.	Please provide the name of the street that you live on:
This information is optional and will only be to ensure we have responses from diverse locations.

______________________________________________________


4.	In your opinion, how important is it to preserve the following?  Please rank in order of importance with 1 being the most important and 6 being the least important.

		______ Buildings or places of historical value
		
		______ Open space to meet drinking water needs	

		_____   Open space to meet conservation needs

		______ Open space for active recreation (e.g. athletic fields)

		______ Open space for passive recreation (e.g. hiking)

		______ Open space for other activities (e.g. fishing, boating)





5.	To preserve open space, would you be willing to do any of the following? (Check all that apply.)
	Yes
	No
	Not Sure
	

	
	
	
	Donate money to the town or a local land trust to buy land for conservation purposes

	
	
	
	Place a conservation restriction on your land to protect it from future development

	
	
	
	Donate land to the town, state or land trust at a reduced cost

	
	
	
	Sell land to the town at fair market value

	
	
	
	Volunteer to help our lakes and ponds through event such as water chestnut pulls

	
	
	
	Support seasonal or yearly fees for an area

	
	
	
	Vote for a town-supported land acquisition program

	
	
	
	Support open space preservation if taxes were not raised

	
	
	
	Volunteer for Open Space or Trail Stewards Committee

	
	
	
	Volunteer for Land Trust

	
	
	
	Volunteer for Bike and Pedestrian Committee

	
	
	
	
Other: 



6.	Select the top three open space, recreation facilities, programs (public or private), or places in Town that you and your family use with 1 being the most frequently used:

	__Soccer fields					__Football fields
	__Softball fields					__Baseball fields
	__Library					__Tennis courts
	__Basketball courts				__Community Center
	__Town conservation land			__Wicasse Park
	__River, Lakes and Ponds			__Golf course
__Sherburne Nature Center			__Historic sites
	__Lacrosse field				__None
__ School playgrounds and athletic fields. Please specify which schools: _______________________
__ Other ________________________________________________________________________
	
7.	Please check the TOP FIVE recreational facilities that you feel are needed most:

__ Bike trails				__ Conservation areas
__ Children’s play areas			__ Family picnic areas
__ ATV Trails				__ Dog park
__ Splash pad				__ Disc golf
__ Softball field				__ Baseball field
__ Basketball courts			__ Hiking and cross-country skiing trails
__ Ice skating rink			__ Large park with many facilities
__ Local neighborhood parks		__ Outdoor amphitheater
__ Public access to water bodies	__ Soccer field				
__ Tennis courts			__ Swimming pool
__ Other ______________________	
8.	How satisfied are you with recreational facilities and activities in Tyngsborough for adults and youth:

	
	Very satisfied
	Satisfied
	Neutral
	Dissatisfied
	Very dissatisfied
	Don’t know

	Adults:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Youth:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seniors:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	People with a disability:
	
	
	
	
	
	




9.	Do you go out of town for open space or recreation? If so, where do you go and for what purpose?

	____No		____Yes

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.	What landscapes, views, buildings, locations or other resources most symbolize Tyngsborough’s unique character?
[bookmark: _GoBack]____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.	Do you consider Tyngsborough to be:
	__ A rural town			__ A bedroom community
	__ A suburb of Lowell		__ A town in transition                  ____ Other

12.	What do you like most/least about Tyngsborough’s environment and outdoor experiences and places? 

Best:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Least:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. 	What are Tyngsborough’s greatest challenges related to open space in Tyngsborough? Include challenges associated with the lakes, ponds and water bodies in town. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

14. 	Please select your top five most important issues for the town to address with regard to Open Space and passive recreation (with 1 being the most important).

☐ Aquatic invasive species _____
☐ Access to Open Space ______
☐ Signs for Open Space ______
☐ Maps for trails and open space parcels ____
☐ A need for new open space _____
☐ Trail maintenance ______
☐ Other (please specify) _________________________________

15. 	Please select your top five most important issues for the town to address with regard to active recreation (with 1 being the most important).

☐ Field maintenance _____
☐ Signs for fields _____
☐ Operating rules for fields ____
☐ New fields _____
☐  Other (please specify) ___________________________________

16. 	Which water bodies do you recreate on?

	
	Boating
	Swimming
	Fishing
	Other

	Lake Mascuppic
	
	
	
	

	Long Pond
	
	
	
	

	Lake Massapoag
	
	
	
	

	Flint Pond
	
	
	
	

	Lake Althea
	
	
	
	

	Merrimack River
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	














17. 	Do you feel there is a need to preserve additional space and natural areas in Tyngsborough?
				Yes		No		Not sure


18.	How important is it to you to preserve:

	
	1- Very important
	2-Important
	3-Neutral
	4-Less important
	5-Not important

	Buildings of historical value
	
	
	
	
	

	Places of historical value
	
	
	
	
	

	Farms/ agricultural lands
	
	
	
	
	

	Open spaces to meet water and conservation needs
	
	
	
	
	

	Open spaces to meet active recreation needs
	
	
	
	
	

	Open spaces for aesthetics or passive recreation
	
	
	
	
	

	Open Space for water quality Protection
	
	
	
	
	




19.	What town actions do you favor to preserve open space?

__ Use Community Preservation Act funds (These funds are raised annually through a 2% tax to be used 
     for open space protection, historic preservation, affordable housing and outdoor recreation.)
__ Restrict development on a parcel by having it written into the deed. Examples include Conservation   
     Deed Restrictions (preserving land for open space) or Agricultural Preservation Deed Restrictions    
     (Preserving land for agriculture)
	__ Town purchase of lands
	__ Purchase development rights for certain parcels
	__ Require Open Space to be incorporated into residential development 
	__ Encourage Open Space to be incorporated into residential development 
             __ Amend zoning by-laws (for example, create a tree canopy retention by-law) 
__ Other___________________________________________
	
20	How often do you visit the following areas for recreation each year?

	Visits per year
	15+
	10-15
	5-10
	1-5
	Never

	Town Common
	
	
	
	
	

	Town Beach
	
	
	
	
	

	Bridge Meadow Fields 
	
	
	
	
	

	Sherburne Nature Center
	
	
	
	
	

	Bicentennial Field (Elementary School fields and tennis courts)
	
	
	
	
	

	Community Center Fields (located on Lakeview Ave)
	
	
	
	
	

	Pierce Field Complex
	
	
	
	
	

	Wicasse Park
	
	
	
	
	

	Riverfront (Frost Road) Park
	
	
	
	
	

	Other, please specify
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



21	What is the most important specific action the Town should take in the next five years in regards to open space and recreation? For example, should the town acquire a specific piece of property, save a particular existing resource, initiate a particular program, concentrate on maintenance, etc.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION!
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