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Town of Tyngsborough Conservation Commission
25 Bryants Lane,
Tyngsborough, Massachusetts 01879
Office: (978) 649-2300 x 144
Fax: (978) 649-2301

CONSERVATION COMMISSION POLICIES

The following Conservation Commission policies are designed to help clarify Commission procedures and requirements.  Determining whether your project needs a Conservation Permit is based upon the following considerations:
· Resource area involved (i.e., swamp, freshwater wetland, lake, or pond)
· Distance from the project to the resource area
· Topography of the area leading to the resource area
· Types of equipment or techniques being used in the project
· Amount of disturbance or fill used in the resource area or buffer zone
· Activities that would remove fill, dredge or alter any resource area

Using these considerations, the Conservation Director may make a decision on smaller projects that have little or no impact to resource areas.  An applicant should complete a Commission Determination application online which will be evaluated by the Conservation Director, and submitted to the Commission at a Conservation Commission meeting.  The Commission can endorse the Director’s recommendation or require the applicant to file either a Request for Determination of Applicability or a Notice of Intent. 

Request for Commission Determination
Applicants should complete a Request for Commission Determination application https://tyngsboroughma.viewpointcloud.com/categories/1083 for the review of small projects in the buffer zone.  These projects are generally greater than 50 feet from the resource area and include: cutting woody vegetation, invasive species removal, new lawns, sod, or loaming, fences, decks, patios, sheds, planting trees and shrubs, new wells, trenches or deep holes for septic test pits, and overhead utilities.

Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA):  An RDA application https://www.tyngsboroughma.gov/departments/inspectional-services/conservation/ shall be filed for work within 100 feet of a resource area or 200 feet of a river and/or perennial stream that will not significantly impact a wetland resource area.  An RDA determines if the proposed work is in an area subject to jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA).  At a minimum, the following projects should file a Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) with the Commission:
· Installation of fences and driveways
· Repair of old septic systems or installation of new ones.
· Connecting to sewer
· Installation of underground utilities

· Installation of new drainage including berms, swales, and riprap
· Water level management

Notice of Intent (NOI): The applicant should consult the Conservation Director to determine whether filing a Notice of Intent https://www.tyngsboroughma.gov/departments/inspectional-services/conservation/ is necessary for their particular project.  Any work in a resource area buffer zone requires filing a Notice of Intent, and includes, but is not limited to:  new permanent or seasonal docks, new beaches, in-ground pools, additions, new dwellings, industrial/commercial development, retaining walls and repairs to existing erosion barriers, and demolition.

Additional Conservation Commission policies include:
· Invasive Species Removal Buffer Zone Exemption:  Hand removal of invasive species in the buffer zone do not need to file with the Commission as long as there is no excavation, and no use of spray chemicals.  Excavation, removal of trees/roots, use of chemicals, significant alteration or work directly in the wetland resource area does require filing with the Commission.  
· Water Withdrawal:  Residents can withdraw water for their personal use from the following sources: Lake Althea, Flints Pond, Long Pond, Lake Mascuppic, Lake Massapoag, and the Merrimack River. Withdrawal from other bodies of water, such as streams or brooks, are required to file with the Commission.  Commercial/industrial businesses that wish to withdraw water from any resource in Tyngsborough must also file with the Commission.
· Trail Crossings:  Stream crossings for personal use of foot traffic on trails do not need to file with the Commission as long as there is no excavation, and no alteration to streamflow or habitat.  
· Beach Sand Nourishment:  Homeowners that wish to nourish their existing beach with new sand must contact the Conservation Commission to be added to the Beach Nourishment Activity List.
· Permanent Dock Aeration Systems:  Any person who installs an aeration/aeration system (AAS) pump device must notify the Tyngsborough Conservation Commission, Fire Dept., and Police Dept. of the presence of the device on your property in the event of an emergency. (please refer to the Tyngsborough Aerator & Aerator Systems Regulations1 for guidance on the use of these systems)
· Tree Removal:  If a project consists of land clearing or clear cutting on an undeveloped lot, or tree removal in a wetland area, a Tree Clearing Permit must be obtained from the Conservation Commission.  Refer to Section 3.16.00 of the Tyngsborough Zoning Bylaws1 for guidance on obtaining a Tree Clearing Permit.
· Stormwater Management:  Stormwater run-off is regulated under Article XLIII of the Tyngsborough General Bylaws1, and the Tyngsborough Stormwater Regulations1.  The Conservation Director will evaluate your project under these regulations to ascertain whether a Stormwater Management Permit is required.

1.	All of these regulations can be found on the Town’s website: https://www.tyngsboroughma.gov/town/important-documents/
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